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I Woke Up in the Future / Naomi Jacobs              Non Fiction      2015 

Naomi Jacobs went to sleep one night in 2008 as a 32-year-old 
mother, and woke up the next morning believing she was a fifteen-
year-old school girl. She did not recognise the house she woke up in, 
though it was hers, nor her ten-year-old son, Leo. As far as she was 
concerned, she was in 1992 when John Major was Prime Minister, 
before the world had been blessed with mobile phones, DVDs or 
reality TV. She didn't know it, but she had dissociative amnesia. 

With the help of her personal diaries and those close to her, Naomi 
set about piecing together as much as she could of her missing 
years. What she discovered shocked her. As she dug deeper, she 
began to experience disturbing flashbacks of traumatic events. 
Would Naomi ever find her way back to the person she once was? 
Did she even want to? 

 

Addio Italia - Hello Australiai /  Stanthorpe Italian pioneers     Non Fiction     2008 

A comprehensive account of the Stanthorpe Italian Pioneers - life 
stories retracing the political and social events both in Italy and 
Australia during the depression and war years.  

Set in the first half of the twentieth century, migrants from that era and 
their families provide a vivid exposé of their lifestyles in Italy and their 
boat voyages to Australia. In the face of many trials and tribulations a 
steady influx of Italian migrants began to settle in the Stanthorpe Shire 
of southern Queensland. A compelling, must-read book for anyone 
with an appreciation of Italian migration to Australia. 

 

 

 

Ellis Island : a people's history / Małgorzata Szejnert     Non Fiction     2020 

Sifting thousands of archival recordings and mountains of impounded 
correspondence of the experience of passing through Ellis Island and 
beyond (or being turned back from it), the great Polish reporter 
Malgorzata Szejnert has pieced together the dramatic experiences of 
Polish, Jewish, German and Italian emigrants.  

With her reporter’s passion and an inquisitive mind, she has also 
brought to life the Ellis Island station employees: the doctors, nurses, 
commissioners, interpreters, social care workers, even chaperons, 
illustrating her story for greater vividness with unique archival 
photographs. 
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The Light Through the Leaves / Glendy Vanderah     Fiction     2021 

In a moment of crisis, Ellis Abbey leaves her daughter, Viola, unattended - 
for just a few minutes. But when she returns, Viola is gone. A breaking 
point in an already fractured marriage, Viola's abduction causes Ellis to 
disappear as well - into grief, guilt, and addiction. Convinced she can only 
do more harm to her family, Ellis leaves her husband and young sons, 
burying her desperate ache for her children deeper with every step into 
the mountain wildernesses she treks alone. In a remote area of 
Washington, a young girl named Raven keeps secrets inside, too. She 
must never speak to outsiders about how her mother makes miracles 
spring from the earth, or about her father, whose mysterious presence 
sometimes frightens her. Raven spends her days learning how to use her 
rare gifts - and more important, how to hide them. With each lesson 

comes a warning of what dangers lie in the world beyond her isolated haven. But despite her 
mother's cautions, Raven finds herself longing for something more. As Ellis and Raven each confront 
their powerful longings, their journeys will converge in unexpected and hopeful ways, pulled 
together by the forces of nature, love, and family. 

The Redgum River Retreat / Sandie Docker     Fiction     2023 

Hope: Single mother Sarah is guilt-ridden when an accident leaves her 
young daughter Melody seriously injured and their once music-filled lives 
silent. When she discovers her grandmother Rosalie's war 
correspondence, she thinks she might have found a way to save her 
family, but it will require a leap of faith ... Heartache: In 1945 Rosalie is 
desperate to forge a career as a journalist, and taking photos for soldiers 
serving in the war might just lead to the job of her dreams. But when two 
brothers she's been corresponding with come home to Redgum River, 
her life is turned upside down, and she flees, vowing to never return. 
Healing: Decades on, the hope that a music retreat can help Melody lures 
the three generations of women to Redgum River, where Sarah draws 
together the threads of Rosalie's past.  

A heartbreaking family mystery comes to light, and they discover that the ghosts of the past can lead 
them to their future, and they might all be more in tune than they first thought. Welcome to the 
Redgum River Retreat, where harmony is found when hope is lost.   

That Bligh Girl / Sue Williams     Fiction     2023 

Mary Bligh is no shrinking violet. After an horrific six-month sea voyage 
from Britain, she proves as strong-willed as her bloody-minded father, 
the newly appointed Governor William Bligh. The pair immediately 
scandalise Sydney with their personalities, his politics and her 
pantaloons. When three hundred armed soldiers of the Rum Rebellion 
march on Government House to depose him, the governor is nowhere 
to be see. Instead, Mary stands defiantly at the gates, fighting them 
back with just her parasol. Despite being bullied, belittled and 
betrayed, Mary remains steadfast, even when her desperate father 
double-crosses her yet again in his last-ditch attempt to cling onto 
power. But will Mary turn out to be her father's daughter and deceive 
him in pursuit of her own dreams and ambitions? 

 



Wifedom : Mrs. Orwell's invisible life /  Anna Funder      Non Fiction       2023 

A riveting work about the woman who sacrificed her future for one of 
the most famous writers of the twentieth century and a probing look at 
what it means to be a wife and a writer in the modern world. Eileen 
O'Shaughnessy's literary brilliance shaped Orwell's work and her 
practical common sense saved his life. But why-and how-was she 
written out of the story? Using newly discovered letters from Eileen to 
her best friend, Funder recreates the Orwells' marriage, through the 
Spanish Civil War and the Second World War in London. As she rolls up 
the screen concealing Orwell's private life she is led to question what it 
takes to be a writer-and what it is to be a wife. Genre-bending and 
utterly original, Wifedom is an ode to the unsung work of women 
everywhere today, while offering a breathtakingly intimate view of one 
of the most important literary marriages of the twentieth century. 

The Only Woman in the Room  / Marie Benedict      Fiction      2023 

Her beauty almost certainly saved her from the rising Nazi party and led 
to marriage with an Austrian arms dealer. Underestimated in everything 
else, she overheard the Third Reich's plans while at her husband's side, 
understanding more than anyone would guess. She devised a plan to 
flee in disguise from their castle, and the whirlwind escape landed her in 
Hollywood. She became Hedy Lamarr, screen star. But she kept a secret 
more shocking than her heritage or her marriage: she was a scientist. 
And she knew a few secrets about the enemy. She had an idea that 
might help the country fight the Nazis...if anyone would listen to her. A 
powerful novel based on the incredible true story of the glamour icon 
and scientist whose groundbreaking invention revolutionised modern 
communication. 

A Home Like Ours / Fiona Lowe      Fiction      2023 

A picturesque small town, a cosy community garden, a facade of 
tolerance and acceptance - but when three women with wildly 
different loyalties come together, what secrets and lies will be 
revealed?  Tara Hooper is at breaking point. With two young children, 
a business in a town struggling under an unexpected crime wave, and 
her husband more interested in his cricket team than their marriage, 
life is a juggling act. Then, when new neighbours arrive and they are 
exactly the sort of people the town doesn't want or need, things get 
worse. Life has taught Helen Demetriou two things: being homeless is 
terrifying and survival means keeping your cards close to your chest. 
Having clawed back some stability through her involvement in the 
community garden, she dares to relax. But as she uncovers some 
shady goings-on in the council, that stability turns to quicksand. For 
teenage mother Jade Innes, life can be lonely among the judgement of 

the town and the frequent absences of her boyfriend. A chance encounter draws her into the 
endangered community garden where she makes friends for the first time. Glimpsing a different way 
of life is enticing but its demands are terrifying. Does she even deserve to try? Can such disparate 
women unite to save the garden and ultimately stop the town from tearing itself apart? A timely 
novel exploring prejudice and privilege. 

 



Son of Hamas/Mosab Hassan Yousef        Non Fiction       2010 

Since he was a small boy, Mosab Hassan Yousef has had an inside 
view of the deadly terrorist group Hamas. The oldest son of Sheikh 
Hassan Yousef, a founding member of Hamas and its most popular 
leader, young Mosab assisted his father for years in his political 
activities while being groomed to assume his legacy, politics, status 
. . . and power. But everything changed when Mosab turned away 
from terror and violence, and embraced instead the teachings of 
another famous Middle East leader. In Son of Hamas , Mosab 
Yousef―now called “Joseph”―reveals new information about the 
world’s most dangerous terrorist organization and unveils the truth 
about his own role, his agonizing separation from family and 
homeland, the dangerous decision to make his newfound faith 
public, and his belief that the Christian mandate to “love your 
enemies” is the only way to peace in the Middle East. 

 

Women & Children / Tony Birch               Fiction        2023 

A powerful, personal novel about women, children and justice, from 
one of this country's most-loved and clear-eyed storytellers.  It's 1965 
and Joe Cluny is living in a working-class suburb with his mum, Marion, 
and sister, Ruby, spending his days trying to avoid trouble with the 
nuns at the local Catholic primary school. One evening his Aunty Oona 
appears on the doorstep, distressed and needing somewhere to stay. 
As his mum and aunty work out what to do, Joe comes to understand 
the secrets that the women in his family carry, including on their 
bodies. Yet their pleas for assistance are met with silence and 
complicity from all sides. Who will help Joe's family at their time of 
need? Women & Children is a novel about the love and courage 
between two sisters, and a sudden loss of childhood innocence. 

 

Killers of the Flower Moon / David Grann  Non Fiction     2017 

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members 
of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath 
their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, 
and sent their children to study in Europe. 

Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an 
Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her 
relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And this was just the 
beginning, as more and more Osage were dying under mysterious 
circumstances, and many of those who dared to investigate the killings 
were themselves murdered. 

As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the 
young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger 

named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover team, including 
a Native American agent who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to expose 
one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history. 


